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Two years ago, Moriah Films released “The Prime Ministers: The
Pioneers,” an in-depth look at Levi Eshkol and Golda Meir, two early prime
ministers of a young Israeli nation, adapted from a nonfiction book written
by Ambassador Yehuda Avner, who served in a number of capacities under
five different heads of state. The film, while interesting, never reached a
truly invigorating point, and it’s reassuring to see that the second part of
the cinematic adaptation of Avner’s book, featuring the late politician in
interviews throughout, is a much stronger and more magnetic project.

The focus of this chapter is on two other prime ministers, Yitzhak Rabin
and Menachem Begin. An excitable Avner introduces the two intimidating
figures and explains their origins and how they came to be elected and to
serve, sprinkling the historical narrative with some choice anecdotes,
including a memorable visit to the White House in which Rabin made
President Ford believe that it was Avner’s birthday and that’s why he was
getting special attention from his tablemates rather than have the Israeli
press catch wind of the fact that Avner had ordered a kosher meal and
Rabin hadn’t.

The film is laced with such moments of humor and lightheartedness among
stories of noble political leaders from a number of nations coming very
close to reaching monumental peace agreements only to be assassinated by
insurgents intent on continuing tensions and worsening them. It is
incredible to see just how much of the film deals with foreign policy, and
how big a role the United States and its leader play in everything. The
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transition from Ford to Carter is particularly striking, and Avner paints a
relatively neutral portrait of their attitudes on Israel as defined by their
words and actions at the time.

Avner, who passed away in March at the age of eighty-six, brings to life
two long-dead prime ministers whose left immense and unforgettable
legacies. His energy and amazement at the way that these two men
overcame many struggles to take on the difficult task of leading their
country towards some semblance of harmony within its borders and with
its treacherous neighbors is infectious, and the celebrity voices of Michael
Douglas and Christoph Waltz are less prominent and distracting than they
were in the first film. This second half proves far more engaging and
magnificent in its own right, thanks in large part to the energy of its
narrator.
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Waiting for Superman

Wall Street: Money Never Sleeps
We Are What We Are

When You're Strange

White Material

White Wedding

Who Do You Love

Wild Grass

Winter's Bone

You Will Meet a Tall Dark Stranger
Youth in Revolt

2009 Film Reviews

500 Days of Summer
9

A Serious Man

A Single Man
Adventureland

Alvin and the Chipmunks: The
Squeakquel

Amelia

American Violet

An Education

Angels and Demons
Avatar

Away We Go

Brief Interviews with Hideous Men
Bright Star

Broken Embraces
Bronson

Brothers
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Burma VJ
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Coco Before Chanel
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District 9

Duplicity

Extract

Fantastic Mr. Fox
Fast & Furious
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House of the Devil

| Love You, Man
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Inglorious Basterds
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Julie & Julia

Me and Orson Welles
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Observe and Report
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Police, Adjective
Precious

Public Enemies

Serious Moonlight
Sherlock Holmes
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Star Trek
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Sunshine Cleaning
Surveillance

Taken

Taking Woodstock
Terminator Salvation
That Evening Sun

The Blind Side

The Cove

The End of Poverty?

The Girlfriend Experience
The Hangover

The Hurt Locker
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The Informant!
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The Time Traveler's Wife
The Ugly Truth
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Trucker

Uncertainty

Up

Up in the Air

Watchmen

Whatever Works

Where the Wild Things Are
Whip It

Whiteout

Zombieland
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AFT Awards
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Best Picture
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Best Director
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About Me
B Movies with Abe

Film and television enthusiast, with
a special emphasis on seeing every
Oscar-nominated movie and fall TV
pilot each year! Visit my movie and
television sites, both of which
should have something of interest
for you! E-mail me at
abe@movieswithabe.com with any
questions or comments!

View my complete profile
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